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U.    RESPONSE TO GEPA 417(_aj

A.     toals and Objectives

o     Provide comprehensive vocational  rehabilitation services to handicapped
migrant workers,

o     Develop appropriate formats and methodology for reporting project
activities and results.

o     Provide opportunity for coordinating vocational   rehabilitation services
with services from other sources.

B.     Progress and Accomplishments

o     Established rating criteria and funded 11 projects that most clearly
reflected legislative goals for the program.

o     Developed and field tested format for reporting progress,

o     Sponsored conference/workshop on how to report progress and how to
coordinate activities with other programs.

C.    Costs. Benefits, and Effectiveness

Program Scope: In 1983 the program supported projects 1n California,
Colorado, Idaho, Illinois, New Jersey, New York, Texas, Washington, and
Wisconsin. State rehabilitation agencies were grantees for these projects.
Approximately 3,noO eligible migrant workers were served In these projects.

Types of Benefits Provided! Through these special projects, comprehensive
vocational rehabilitation services are made available. These services
include a heavy emphasis on outreach, specialized bilingual counseling,
physical/mental restoration, prevocational adjustment, vocational training,
and job placement. Because of the high mobility rate of the clients and
their remote rural employment, it 1s not always possible to complete the
entire rehabilitation process or provide VR services 1n the traditional
manner.

Program Effectiveness: Regional Offices monitor projects and site visits
are made to projects by Central Office Project Officers and Regional Office
representatives. State agencies also monitor projects. Reports from
these monitoring activities (see E.I, E.2) Indicate:

o     State agencies have absorbed and incorporated some projects Into their
ongoing operations.    For exanple, both  Florida and Texas   continued to
provide services after their grant monies were exhausted.

o     Projects have been successful in developing Innovative methods and tech-
nlques to assist this target population.    Much of this effort has been

. de1veJop4ng bflt?r  contact  w1th  handicapped migrants.
f< lncluft  incr?ased use  of  bilingual   counselors  and the
of Information and services 1n areas with high concentrations
of migrants.nual fiscal reports and periodic pro-
